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seat of  Government  under the  Bahmani   Dynasty of
the Musalman sovereigns of the Deccan.    It is said that
one  of  the  Hindu   kings  of  Bidar invented the manu-
facture  of /?/</r/-ware,  who  used the  articles to hold
flowers and other offerings which he daily   presented  to
his  household  gods.    Considerable Improvements were
introduced Into the manufacture by his Hindu successors,
but it attained its present state of excellence  under  the
Mahomedans.    Like  many  other  handicrafts of  India,
it declined with the downfall of the Mahomedan Empire,
although it attracted the notice of  men like Dr. Heyne,
Dr. Buchanan Hamiltonk Captain Newbald, Dr. Smith*
.and others.   ' Its decline as an industry was so complete
that, in, the "Qudh Gazetteer/' the most comprehensive
work' on that  province  yet   published,   no   mention   is
' made of  Bidri-vr&tt among the manufactures of  Luck-
aow, although for -more than a century it had flourished
most in   the  capital of Qudh.    The mode of  manufac-
ture is very . nearly   the  same in all  the  places.    The
manufacture- -of   Z?/*//7-ware   is   carried   on   under   a
system of   division   of  labour, the  different  processes
being 'generally performed by three  classes  of people
viz.   the   moulder,   the carver,  and  the "Inlayer.    The
moulder prepares the alloyed metal, casts the vessel and
turns  it. to its proper shape  by  his lathe.    The carver
engraves  the  patterns  on  the  surface of the  vessel^
and the inlayer'designs the  patterns,  inlays the orna-
ment  of gold or-silver,  and finally colours and polishes
the-article.    The   four  notable seats of Bidri manu-
facture are Bidar, Lucknow,, Pumia,, and  Muishidabad.